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Engineering student
proposal accepted
for NASA program

Photo courtesy Marshall University

Marshall continuing
summer SURE program
Application deadline
scheduled for Friday
Marshall University is
accepting applications for the
2016 Summer Undergraduate Research Experience (or
SURE) Fellowship in Huntingon.
This program has been
conducted at Marshall since
2005. It is funded through
the West Virginia Research
Challenge Fund, administered
by the West Virginia Higher
Education Policy Commission, Division of Science and
Research.
The SURE program is
enables West Virginia undergraduate students with a
history of research to work
at Marshall. Each selected
student will receive a stipend
of $4,000, plus support for
travel.

SURE supports undergraduate researchers over a
10-week period; this year’s
program runs from May 16
through July 29.
The SURE program is accepting applications through
5 p.m. Friday, Feb. 26. Application forms are available
at the SURE website: www.
marshall.edu/SURE.
“Anyone who is an undergraduate in the STEM
(Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics)
fields at Marshall University
or another institution in West
Virginia is eligible to perform
research at Marshall through
the SURE program,” said Dr.
Michael Norton, professor of
chemistry and director of the
SURE program at MU.
Last summer, several
Marshall University students
received grants for research

in the STEM fields. The
students were Ethan Adkins
(Chemistry), Destiny Carte
(Chemistry), Amanda Clark
(Biology), Daniel Crow (Physics), Nicholas King (IST),
Jordan Martinez (Chemistry),
Shelley Naylor (Chemistry),
Cynthia Peck (Biology), Tyler
Skidmore (Biochemistry),
Haley Stewart (Psychology)
and Scott Taj (Computer
Science).
For more information,
contact Norton by phone
304-696-3489 or by e-mail at
Norton@Marshall.edu. You
can also contact Kara Mullins, the program’s administrative assistant, via e-mail at
Mullins265@marshall.edu.
More program details and
summaries of past SURE students’ projects are available
on the SURE website.
(Source: www.Marshall.edu)

MU engineering professor
named finalist for
state academic honor
Dr. Andrew Nichols, a professor of civil engineering at
Marshall University, has been
named one of the five finalists
for the West Virginia Professor
of the Year award.
The Faculty Merit Foundation of West Virginia will
announce the winner in early
March, according to Marshall’s
provost, Dr. Gayle Ormiston.
“We only nominate one
professor for this award and it
is one of the highest honors a
faculty member can achieve,”
Ormiston said. “Nichols was
the recipient of last year’s
Dr. Charles E. Hedrick Outstanding Faculty Award for
his impact on students and
innovative teaching style. He
is a perfect representative of
what it means to be a lifetime
educator.”
Nichols, a native of Point
Pleasant, came to Marshall
in 2007 as an assistant professor to teach and conduct
applied research in the area
of transportation engineering. He has conducted traffic
data collection, traffic signal
design, traffic safety studies
and traffic-related research for
various projects funded by the
West Virginia Department of
Transportation.
“Being selected as Marshall’s
nominee is humbling and
surreal, but equally surprising
because there are so many
other faculty whom I would
consider better teachers than
myself,” Nichols said. “I have
never received formal training
to be a teacher, but I believe
my passions for my discipline
and helping students make up
for that. It is my responsibility
to help students become engineers, specifically transportation engineers, and I try to
create a learning environment
that is both interesting and informative. Since most students
use the transportation system
on a daily basis, it is often easier for them to understand the
concepts.”
One of these students, Jason
Bryan, a 33 year-old civil
engineering major from Wayne
County, said his experiences
inside of Nichols’ classroom
have allowed him to do exactly
that. Bryan, a former high

Dr. Andrew Nichols was chosen to give the keynote address
at Marshall University Winter Commencement this past December. Nichols, 37, of Point Pleasant, arrived at Marshall
in 2007 to serve as a professor of civil engineering. Photo
courtesy Marshall University
school teacher, said he admired
Nichols’ teaching style immediately.
“From my perspective as a
real-world educator, Dr. Nichols is clear and concise in the
classroom while providing unit
plans and instruction that are
not only technically proficient,
but could be used as a model
for other instructors,” Bryan
said. “He is a tenured professor
and an engineer who doesn’t
let all the little letters after his
name affect the way he treats
his students. Many of our
assignments required considerable work outside of class, and
I can honestly say I wouldn’t
have enjoyed doing the work
as much for another professor.”
Nichols served as keynote
speaker for Marshall’s 2015
Winter Commencement held
this past December. With
opportunities such as these, he
said he probably wouldn’t have

found the same level of success
at another university.
“I like the sense of community on campus at Marshall and
I am extremely happy to be
back in West Virginia to help
advance the state and I know
I couldn’t have established the
type of relationships within the
university and with external
funding agencies at another
university,” Nichols said. “I
plan to retire from Marshall
University – I couldn’t imagine
going anywhere else.”
The winner of West Virginia
Professor of the Year will receive a $10,000 cash award and
a handmade glass trophy, with
$2,500 to the runner-up and
$1,000 each to the next three finalists. To find out more about
the Faculty Merit Foundation
of West Virginia, visit http://
wvhumanities.org/faculty-merit-foundation/ online.

(Source: www.Marshall.edu)
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A group of West Virginia University engineering
students has been accepted
to NASA’s Micro-g Neutral
Buoyancy Experiment Designs Team program, which
challenges undergraduate
students to design, build
and test a tool or device that
addresses a current space
exploration problem.
The team’s proposal, “Asteroid Drilling and Anchoring Mechanism: Anchoring
Device for Regolith,” is
a tool that will help with
NASA’s Asteroid Redirect
Mission – a first-ever robotic mission to visit a large
near-Earth asteroid, collect
a multi-ton boulder from its
surface and redirect it into
a stable orbit around the
moon.
“Due to low gravity on
an asteroid, our particular
design addresses the need to
anchor extravehicular tools
to the surface during flight
operations,” said Matthew
Morrow, a senior mechanical and aerospace engineering double major from
Ellicott City, Maryland, who
serves as team lead. “Our
anchoring device would
allow hardware to be placed
out of service during an as-

tronaut’s operation without
the hassle of stowing the
tool.”
Morrow and fellow seniors
Sean Lantto of Manassas,
Virginia, and Justin Fitzwater of Moorefield were
guided by Thomas Evans,
research assistant professor
of aerospace engineering.
Evans is the research program manager at the West
Virginia Robotic Technology
Center in Fairmont, which is
active in research that supports robotic space operations and supporting technology for NASA Goddard
Space Flight Center.
“This is a unique opportunity for our students to
develop professional skills
in a NASA program development structure and
ultimately test their design,”

said Evans. “They will experience how NASA matures
and evaluates new technology for future space missions and I’m proud of their
accomplishments thus far.”
The trio also leveraged
the underground mining
experience of WVU’s Department of Mining Engineering to design the tool
with characteristics similar
to underground roof bolting
techniques. The design uses
a variety of ideas ranging
from mechanical anchors
used on roof bolts to helical
piles used in construction.
The trio will test the tool
at Johnson Space Center’s
Neutral Buoyancy Laboratory from May 23 to May 26.
The NASA-made goal for
the tool is to withstand 10
pounds of pull force for a
duration of 15 seconds, but
the team hopes to achieve
20 pounds of pull force for
15 seconds.
“In the coming months,
we will be continuing the
design process, purchasing
materials and then building
the device,” said Morrow.
“We are thrilled to have
been selected for the program and look forward to
testing in Houston.”

Global Professional Services:
Navigating your technical solutions
Company based in
Charleston offers 40
years of experience
Global Professional
Services, headquartered in
Charleston, offers a specialized focus on the technical
solutions from staffing to
project services.
GPS brings 40 years of
industry experience that has
been proven in the international marketplace to move
your staffing and project
service delivery in to the 21st
century in the most cost-effective and responsive way.
Our specialized services
include:
•Technical Staffing
-- Engineers, Designers,
Drafters
-- 3D Modeling
-- Scientific
-- IT.
Our staffing services allow
our clients to improve productivity, performance and
profitability while maximizing their growth potential.
Whether your objective is
to accelerate time-to-market, develop new product
innovations or manage costs
by outsourcing non-core
functions, GPS provides
engineering and staffing
solutions to clients around
the globe to suit your specific
needs including:
• Staffing Services
• Recruiting & Sourcing
• Temp to Perm
• Payrolling – ideal for
retirees
• Cad on Call -- On-demand Cad applications for

short- and long-term projects
• Project & Program Management Services.
Global Professional Services is the only technical
staffing and solutions provider in the Tri-State area to
offer state-of-the-art Drone
services to support your projects. Using Small Unmanned
Aircraft Systems (sUAS)
and GIS Technology, our
unique capabilities offer up
to 1-inch accuracy in most
cases, along with the ability
to develop 3D models from
captured data. We are commercially approved by the
FAA for our aircraft. These
safe, green and non-intrusive
services replace the need of
costly, outdated technology
and processes and can be
applied across a vast field.
GPS offers FAA-approved
commercial drone services
ideal for:
• Cell Tower and Power
Transmission Inspections
• Surveying
• 3D Models
• DTM and DEM
• Insurance Assessments
• Land Development
• Government Agency
Inspections
• Infrastructure Inspection
• Methane detection-pipeline
• The sky is the limit.
GPS also provides Day
Drone services where you
too can take advantage of
drone technology in halfand whole-day increments.
Day Drone comes with a certified pilot and the data file
specific to your need, with
additional project services
available for analytics you

TECHNICAL STAFFING

may require. GPS is experienced with FCC and FERC
inspection protocols and
reporting requirements.
Global Professional Services has years of experience
working with companies
in top verticals including
chemical/petro-chemical,
wireless, oil and gas, information technology, manufacturing, pharmaceutical and
consumer product industries.
We provide customer-driven
solutions that are flexible,
scalable and cost-effective.
With extraordinary technical expertise, process excellence and unmatched customer dedication, GPS is a
trusted and respected name
in the business. We give our
clients a competitive edge
through innovation in how
work gets done by providing
highly technical services and
solutions.
Visit us at www.gps-universal.com or email us at
info@gps-universal.com and
see how Global Professional
Services can “Navigate your
Technical Solutions” or feel
free to call John Skaff or Michelle Toler at 681-265-9333.
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Come Fly with
GPS Drone
Services
Headquartered in Charleston WV, we offer FAA
approved commercial drone services ideal for:
• Cell Tower & Power Transmission
Inspections
• Surveying
• 3D models
• DTM & DEM
• Insurance Assessments
• Land Development
• Government Agency Inspections
• Infrastructure Inspection• Methane detection- pipeline
• Sky is the limit
GPS also provides Day Drone services where
you too can take advantage of drone technology in half and whole day increments. Day
Drone comes with a certified pilot and the data
file specific to your need, with additional project services available for the analytics you may
require.

GPS is experienced with FCC and FERC inspection protocols and reporting requirements

Technical Staffing
GPS also provides technical professionals in
most engineering, design, drafting, scientific
and IT skills.
We provide support in a diverse selection of
industries to include, chemical, oil & gas, telecom, wireless, pharmaceutical, and manufacturing.
We provide customer driven solutions that are
flexible, scalable and cost effective. GPS provides over 35 years on experience to manage
programs on a national level.

CAD on Call
The most cost effective way to acquire CAD
technologies with experienced professionals
for short or long term projects.
Visit us at www.gps-universal.com or email
us at info@gps-universal.com and see how
Global Professional Services can navigate
your technical staffing solutions.

